OMB Control Number: 0970-0114
Expiration Date: 02/29/2024

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13)

The purpose of this information collection is the application for CCDF funds and provides
ACF and the public with a description of, and assurance about, the States’ and
Territories’ child care programs. Public reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average 200 hours per response, including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the
form. This is a mandatory collection of information (Pub. L.113-186), and 42 U.S.C 9858.

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB # is 0970-0114
and the expiration date is 02/29/2024. If you have any comments on this collection of
information, please contact ACF Office of Child Care.

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan

for

State/Territory Kentucky

FFY 2022 - 24

This Plan describes the Child Care and Development Fund program to be administered by the
state or territory for the period from 10/1/2021 to 9/30/2024, as provided for in the applicable
statutes and regulations. The Lead Agency has the flexibility to modify this program at any time,
including amending the options selected or described.

For purposes of simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions of applicable laws printed herein
are sometimes paraphrases of, or excerpts and incomplete quotations from, the full text. The
Lead Agency acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to the applicable laws regardless of these
modifications.
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Introduction and How to Approach Plan Development

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program provides resources to state, territory,
and tribal grantees that enable low-income parents to work or pursue education and training so
that they can better support their families while at the same time promoting the learning and
development of their children. The CCDF program also provides funding to enhance the quality
of child care for all children.

The CCDF Plan is how states and territories apply for CCDF funding (658E (a)) and is the primary
mechanism that the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) uses to determine state and
territory compliance with the requirements of the law and rule (98.16). ACF acknowledges that
in the FY 2022 — 2024 Plan, states and territories may still be operating under approved waivers
related to the COVID-19 pandemic and where appropriate plan responses should reflect the
approved waivers. The CCDF Plan allows states and territories to describe their implementation
of the CCDF program and it is organized into the following sections:

1. Define CCDF Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding Sources
2 Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

4. Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children

5 Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the Health and Safety of Child

Care Settings

6. Recruit and Retain a Qualified and Effective Child Care Workforce
7. Support Continuous Quality Improvement
8. Ensure Grantee Program Integrity and Accountability

These organizational categories reflect key goals of an integrated system of child care for low-
income working families. Although the Plan is divided into sections for reporting and
accountability purposes, ACF encourages Lead Agencies to approach the Plan in a cross-cutting,
integrated manner. The intention is that grantees and the federal government will be able to
use this information to track and assess progress, determine the need for technical assistance
(TA), and determine compliance with specific requirements.

Citations

ACF recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish policies, such as state
statute, regulations, administrative rules, or policy manuals or policy issuances. When asked to
provide a citation in the CCDF Plan, Lead Agencies should list the citation(s) for the policy that
clearly identifies and establishes the requirement and that allows the Lead Agency to enforce
the requirement. Lead Agencies may list multiple sources as needed to cover all types of
providers receiving CCDF (e.g., policies for licensed providers may be established in licensing
regulations, and policies for license-exempt providers may be in subsidy rules). These citations
are intended to provide documentation to support the requested information but not replace
requested responses or descriptions. Complete answers must include citations, responses, and
descriptions.
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CCDF Plan Submission

States and territories will submit their Plans electronically through the ACF-118 electronic
submission site. The ACF-118 site will include all language and questions included in the final
CCDF Plan Preprint template approved by the Office of Management and Budget. Please note
that the format of the questions on the ACF-118 site could be modified from the Word version
of the document to ensure compliance with Section 508 policies regarding accessibility to
electronic and information technology for individuals with disabilities.

(See http://www.section508.gov/ for more information.)

In responding to questions, states and territories are asked to provide brief, specific summaries
and/or bullet points only with specific language that responds to the question. Do not use tables
or copy and paste charts, add attachments, or paste manuals into the Plan. All information and
materials developed to support CCDF implementation and information reported in the CCDF
Plan are subject to review by ACF as part of ongoing oversight and monitoring efforts.
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1.1.2

Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding
Sources

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program in each Lead Agency and the entities
and individuals who will participate in the implementation of the program. It also identifies the
stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and who the Lead Agency collaborates
with to implement services. Respondents are asked to identify how match and maintenance-of-
effort (MOE) funds are used. Lead Agencies explain their coordination with child care resource
and referral (CCR&R) systems and describe their efforts on their disaster preparedness and
response plans to support continuity of operations in response to emergencies.

CCDF Leadership

The Governor of a state or territory must designate an agency (which may be an appropriate
collaborative agency) or establish a joint interagency office to represent the state or territory as
the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agrees to administer the program in accordance with
applicable federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan, including the assurances
and certifications appended hereto (658D; 658E(c)(1) and 98.16 (a)). Note: An amendment to
the CCDF State Plan is required if the Lead Agency changes or if the Lead Agency official
changes.

Which Lead Agency is designated to administer the CCDF program?

Identify the Lead Agency or joint interagency office designated by the state or territory. ACF will
send official grant correspondence, such as grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan approvals,
and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (658D(a) and 98.16(a)).

a. Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Office Information:

Name of Lead Agency: Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS)/Department for Community
Based Services (DCBS)/Division of Child Care (DCC)

Street Address: 275 East Main Street, 3W-A

City: Frankfort
State: Kentucky
ZIP Code: 40621

Web Address for Lead Agency: Department for Community Based Services - Cabinet for
Health and Family Services (ky.gov)

b. Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Official Contact Information:
Lead Agency Official First Name: Marta
Lead Agency Official Last Name: Miranda-Straub

Title: DCBS Commissioner

Phone Number: 502-564-3834

Email Address: marta.mirandastraub@ky.gov

Who is the CCDF Administrator?
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1.2

121

Identify the CCDF Administrator designated by the Lead Agency, the day-to-day contact, or the
person with responsibility for administering the state’s or territory’s CCDF program. ACF will
send programmatic communications, such as program announcements, program instructions,
and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than
one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program,
please identify the Co-Administrator or the person with administrative responsibilities and
include his or her contact information.

a. CCDF Administrator Contact Information:
CCDF Administrator First Name: Sarah
CCDF Administrator Last Name: Vanover

Title of the CCDF Administrator: Director, Division of Child Care

Phone Number: 502-564-2524 ext. 3762

Email Address: sarah.vanover@ky.gov

b. CCDF Co-Administrator Contact Information (if applicable):
CCDF Co-Administrator First Name: Lesa
CCDF Co-Administrator Last Name: Dennis

Title of the CCDF Co-Administrator: DCBS Deputy Commissioner

Phone Number: 502-564-3703 ext. 3838

Email Address: lesa.dennis@ky.gov

Description of the Role of the Co-Administrator: Support the Division of Child Care Director and
Lead Agency with regulatory oversight

CCDF Policy Decision Authority

The Lead Agency has broad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate

(i.e., implement activities) the CCDF program through other governmental, non-governmental,
or public or private local agencies as long as the Lead Agency retains overall responsibility for
the administration of the program (658D(b) and 98.16 (d)(1)). Administrative and
implementation responsibilities undertaken by agencies other than the Lead Agency must be
governed by written agreements that specify the mutual roles and responsibilities of the Lead
Agency and other agencies in meeting the program requirements.

Which of the following CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set or
established) at the state or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF program rules
and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated locally) or whether the
CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as counties or workforce boards
(98.16(d)(1)). Check one.

a. All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory level.
If checked, skip to question 1.2.2.

[0 b. Some or all program rules and policies are set or established by local entities or
agencies. If checked, indicate which entities establish the following policies. Check all
that apply.
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Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are set by the:
[0 State or territory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the eligibility policies the local entity(ies)
can set. Click or tap here to enter text.

(] Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Sliding-fee scale is set by the:

L1 A. State or territory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

] B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the sliding fee scale policies the local
entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 C. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.
Payment rates and payment policies are set by the:

] A. State orterritory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the payment rates and payment
policies the local entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 C. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Licensing standards and processes are set by the:

[0 A. State or territory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of licensing standards and
processes the local entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 C. Other. Describe. Click or tap here to enter text.

Standards and monitoring processes for license-exempt providers are set by the:
1 A. State or territory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of standards and
monitoring processes for license-exempt providers thelocal entity(ies) can
set. Click or tap here to enter text.

1 C. Other.Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Quality improvement activities, including QRIS are set by the:

[0 A. State or territory. Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of quality improvement
activities thelocal entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.
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[J C. Other.Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

vii. Other. List and describe any other program rules and policies that are set at a level other
than the state or territory level: Click or tap here to enter text.

1.2.2 The Lead Agency has broad authority to operate (i.e., implement activities) through other
agencies, as long as it retains overall responsibility. Complete the table below to identify which
entity(ies) implements or performs CCDF services.

a. Check the box(es) to indicate which entity(ies) implement or perform CCDF services.

Local Community-

CCDF Lead TANF government based
CCDF Activity agency agency agencies CCR&R organizations
Who conducts
eligibility ] ] O O
determinations?
Who assists parents
in locating child care 0
(consumer
education)?
Who issues . N O O
payments?
Who momtor§ 0 0 . 0
licensed providers?
Who monitors
license-exempt ] O O ]
providers?
Who operates the
quality improvement ] ] O ]
activities?

b. Other. List and describe any other state or territory agencies or partners that implement or
perform CCDF services and identify their responsibilities. Click or tap here to enter text.

1.2.3 Describe the processes the Lead Agency uses to oversee and monitor CCDF administration and
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported above in 1.2.1 and
1.2.2 (98.16(b)). In the description include:

e  Written agreements. Note: The contents of the written agreement may vary based on
the role the agency is asked to assume or type of project but must include at a minimum
the elements below (98.11(a)(3)).

o Tasks to be performed

o Schedule for completing tasks

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF
requirements

o Monitoring and auditing procedures

o Indicators or measures to assess performance of those agencies

. Any other processes to oversee and monitor other agencies.
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The Lead Agency’s Division of Administration and Financial Management (DAFM) is responsible
for the department’s financial management and budget activities through oversight,
monitoring, auditing, and assuring process compliance with CCDF requirements at §
98.65(h), federal auditing procedures, and CHFS’s policies and procedures. This includes
routine monitoring of contracts and agreements. CHFS may issue penalties of up to 5% of
the total amount of the contract for failure to perform services outlined within a
contract’s scope of work. If CHFS elects not to exercise any of the penalty clauses in a
particular instance, a corrective action plan may be issued to facilitate resolving
performance issues prior to imposing penalties.

The agency’s current contract requires the monitoring of the scope of work. The scope
of work outlines activities and expected outcomes, timeframes, and a submitted budget
which itemizes the expenditures associated with contract deliverables. Each contract
vendor meets with the Lead Agency on a monthly basis to review deliverables and to see if
the contract agency needs any additional supports from the Lead Agency.
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1.2.4

1.2.5

1.3

Upon request, and to the extent practicable and appropriate, Lead Agencies must ensure any
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for which a Lead
Agency or other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made available to other public
agencies. This includes public agencies in other states, for their use in administering child care or
related programs (98.15(a)(11)). Assure by describing how the Lead Agency makes child care
information systems (e.g., subsidy, registry, and QRIS systems) available to public agencies in
other states. CHFS’s information systems and information technology policy apply to all internal CHFS
employees, consultants, temporary personnel, third party providers under contract with a CHFS agency,
and other entities that interact with CHFS information related resources. This policy covers the applicable
computer software, application, configuration, business data, and data communication systems.

Although such a request has not been received to date, Kentucky would share information technology or
systems upon request of another public agency to the extent practicable and appropriate.

The Kentucky Integrated Child Care System (KICCS) is the data management system for child care
in the state. Data from this site is compiled annually through reports generated by the Kentucky Center
for Statistics (KYSTATS). Reports are also available to the public upon request. Web Link: KYSTATS

In 2018, CHFS introduced an online portal (Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment Solution (IEES))
for Kentucky assistance and support programs, including the state’s child care subsidy program. The
portal pulls real-time data directly from KICCS. The portal includes a child care provider search that allows
anyone (public included) to search licensed and certified child care providers by numerous criteria.
Provider profiles include a detailed inspection history, costs, hours of operation, and subsidies available.

Weblink: kynect Home

Lead Agencies must have in effect policies to govern the use and disclosure of confidential and
personally identifiable information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and
child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)). Certify by describing the Lead Agency’s
policies related to the use and disclosure of confidential and personally identifiable information.
Kentucky statutes prohibit accessing or releasing confidential information and/or records, or causing
confidential information and/or records to be accessed or released to self, other individuals, clients,
relatives, etc., outside the scope of the employee assigned job duties. Violation may result in disciplinary
action taken against the employee up to and including dismissal and may be subject to civil and criminal
liability for the disclosure of the confidential information to unauthorized person.

Under KRS 194A.060, all records and reports of CHFS, which directly or indirectly identify a
patient or client, or former patient or client, of CHFS or CHFS by a former name (CHR, CHS, and CFC), are
confidential.

Under KRS 205.175, all public assistance communications, both written and oral, generated
during the course of business are confidential and privileged. KRS 205.835 prohibits the unauthorized use
of information by an employee.

Citation: KRS 194A.060 Confidentialy of record and reports

Citation: KRS 205.175 Confidential treatment of information and records

Citation: KRS 205.835 Disclosure of financial data pertinent to applicants for or recipients of
benefits

Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan

The Lead Agency is responsible for developing the CCDF Plan, which serves as the application for
a 3-year implementation period. As part of the Plan development process, Lead Agencies must
consult with the following:

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local government—
(658D(b)(2); 98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments
are defined by the U.S. Census at
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(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Education and Care
(pursuant to 642B(b)(l)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act) (658E(c)(2)(R); 98.15(b)(1))
or similar coordinating body pursuant to 98.14(a)(1)(vii).

(3) Indian tribe(s) or tribal organization(s) within the state. This consultation should be
done in a timely manner and at the option of the Indian tribe(s) or tribal
organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)).

Consultation involves meeting with or otherwise obtaining input from an appropriate agency in
the development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide
services under the CCDF program as described in question 1.4.1.

1.3.1 Describe the Lead Agency’s consultation efforts in the development of the CCDF Plan. Note:
Lead Agencies must describe in a. — c. consultation efforts with required partners listed in Rule
and Statute. ACF recognizes that there is great value in consulting with other entities and has
provided element d. for Lead Agencies to identify consultation efforts with other agencies or
organizations.

a. Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with appropriate representatives of general
purpose local governments. The Lead Agency consults with other general purpose government
agencies in a variety of ways. First, DCC consults with general-purpose local government through its
participation on Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC). Membership to individual councils is
statutorily mandated and charged with creating a local vision for early childhood service delivery,
including child care. Individuals receiving CCDF funds are members of these councils, along with other
general-purpose government representatives. At the beginning of the CCDF plan development, DCC
hosted a webinar for all the CECCs in order to receive necessary feedback.

Regional Child Care Administrators through the Kentucky Child Care Aware Network of Services
also solicit feedback from local government entities within their assigned regions and share this input
back with the Lead Agency through established structures for communication and information sharing.
Citation: KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils

b. Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the State Advisory Council or similar
coordinating body. Per KRS 200.700, the Kentucky State Child Care Administrator is a statutorily
mandated, voting member of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), as is the CHFS Secretary.
The ECAC meets at least quarterly and at other times upon call of the chair or majority of the council.
The ECAC is charged with making recommendations to CHFS.

Members of the ECAC were asked to serve on a stakeholder group that offered feedback prior to
the development of the CCDF plan. Other selected members of the ECAC were asked to participate in
work groups that created the new draft of the state plan. All ECAC members received a personal
invitation to the public hearing of the CCDF plan, and feedback generated from the public hearing will
be incorporated into the final draft of the plan.

Kentucky also has a Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC). This council is consulted for continuous
feedback during its quarterly meetings. Additionally, council members were asked to serve on the
stakeholder group.

Citation: KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council
Citation: KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils
Citation: EO 2018-0581 Executive order relating to the reorganization of various education
boards & councils

c. Describe, if applicable, how the Lead Agency consulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal
organizations(s) within the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the need for states to
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1.3.2

conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, including Tribal leadership.
Many states and tribes have consultation policies and procedures in place.
N/A
Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on the development of the
CCDF Plan. The CCDF State Plan preliminary draft goes through multiple opportunities for review and
revisions. The process includes an internal review, a recommendation and comment period for fellow
state agencies and departments involved in the development of the state plan, and a 30-day public
comment period for public and private entities to submit written comments and attend a public
hearing regarding the CCDF State Plan. The state plan draft is posted on the Lead Agency’s website
and is circulated for feedback through the advisory councils.

Web Link: Division of Child Care
The following list of agencies and partnerships on the CCDF State Plan is not all inclusive: Office of the
Inspector General, Department for Public Health, State Coordinator for Homelessness, Division of
Family Support, Department for Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disabilities, Kentucky Child Care
Aware Child Care Resource and Referral Network of Services, Department of Workforce Development,
Department of Education, Child and Adult Care Food Program, Head Start and Early Head Start
grantees, Kentucky Head Start Association, Governor’s Office of Early Childhood, Kentucky Youth
Advocates, Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, United Way of Kentucky, Save the Children,
Learning Grove, Child Care Advocates of Kentucky.

Describe the statewide or territory-wide public hearing process held to provide the public with

an opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan
(658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)). Reminder: Lead Agencies are required to hold at least one public

a.

hearing in the state or territory, with sufficient statewide or territory-wide distribution of notice
prior to such a hearing to enable the public to comment on the provision of child care services
under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum, this description must include:

Date of the public hearing. May 19", 2021
Reminder: Must be no earlier than January 1, 2021, which is 9 months prior to the October 1,
2021, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held, please enter one
date (e.g., the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any hearing date that
demonstrates this requirement).
Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified in a.. April 8
2021
Reminder: Must be at least 20 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If more
than one public hearing was held, enter one date of notice (e.g., the date of the first notice,
the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).
How was the public notified about the public hearing? Please include specific website links if
used to provide notice. . Statewide child care provider listserv, DCBS social media pages, Child Care
Aware of Kentucky social media pages, DCC website, advisory council meetings, and posting the CCDF
State Plan draft of the website for public comment review

Web Link: Division of Child Care

The Legislative Research Commission posts a calendar of standing and interim committee
meetings, as well as a daily calendar, accessible from the main site.
Web Link: Kentucky General Assembly Schedules & Calendars - Legislative Research
Commission
Hearing site or method, including how geographic regions of the state or territory were
addressed. The public hearing was conducted through Zoom meeting. The link was sent out in
advance of the meeting so that all providers and agencies that would like to attend would have the
opportunity.
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e. How the content of the Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public

hearing. (e.g., the Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)

The preliminary plan is submitted in hardcopy to the Legislative Research Commission and made
available through the Internet and email distribution. The Kentucky Legislature makes an effort to
ensure the pages of their website are accessible to individuals with disabilities in accordance with
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Additionally, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has adopted the
World Wide Web’s Consortium’s Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level
“Double-A.” The Commonwealth of Kentucky provides, upon request, reasonable accommodations,
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal
opportunity to participate in all services, programs, and activities. To request materials in an
alternative format, each agency’s website provides information for contacting the person or persons
responsible for providing the service within the agency. Persons with hearing and speech impairments
can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunications device for
the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-6057. For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6056.

Citation: Accessibility - Legislative Research Commission

How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration regarding the
provision of child care services under this Plan? Public comments received through public
hearing(s), stakeholder meetings, and written submissions are recorded and reviewed for
consideration. Amendments to the drafted content were made as a result of public comment when
appropriate.

Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted and final Plan, any Plan amendments, and
any approved requests for temporary relief (i.e., waivers) publicly available on a website
(98.14(d)). Please note that a Lead Agency must submit Plan amendments within 60 days of a
substantial change in the Lead Agency’s program. (Additional information may be found at
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-2009-01.)

a.

Provide the website link to where the Plan, any Plan amendments, and/or waivers are
available. Note: A Plan amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is
posted is changed. Division of Child Care

b. Describe any other strategies that the Lead Agency uses to make the CCDF Plan and Plan

amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe the
strategies below, including any relevant website links as examples.

X Working with advisory committees. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

XI Working with child care resource and referral agencies. Describe:
The Lead Agency contracts with the University of Kentucky for Child Care Aware Network of
Services, which works in coordination on the development of the CCDF State Plan.

[0 Providing translation in other languages. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email). Describe:
The Kentucky Department for Community Based Services social media accounts were utilized to
advertise the public hearing.

Providing notification to stakeholders (e.g., parent and family groups, provider groups,
advocacy groups). Describe: Kentucky’s State Plan is posted on the Division of Child Care’s
website and filed with the Legislative Research Commission, which coordinates opportunities for
public hearing(s) in accordance with Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) Chapter 45. Notices to
stakeholder groups are also made via the Lead Agency’s listserv. A stakeholder group convened
in May 2021 to provide feedback on the State Plan Pre-Print.
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14.1

Working with statewide afterschool networks or similar coordinating entities for out-of-
school time.

[0 Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity of Care

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the
extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with programs operating at
the federal, state/territory, and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This
includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (98.14(a)(1)).

Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates the provision of child care services with the
following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled
in early childhood programs in receiving full-day services that meet the needs of working
families (658E(c)(2)(0); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate with over the next 3 years to expand
accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in
receiving full-day services.

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as:
e extending the day or year of services for families.
e smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they age into school.

e enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through
school- age children.

e linking comprehensive services to children in child care or school-age settings.

e developing the supply of quality care for vulnerable populations (as defined by the Lead
Agency) in child care and out-of-school time settings.

a. The Lead Agency is required to coordinate with the following agencies. Provide a description
for how coordination occurred.

i. Appropriate representatives of the general purpose local government, which can include
counties, municipalities, or townships/towns. Describe the coordination goals, processes,
and results: DCBS is partners with the Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky Head Start
grantees. These entities work collaboratively to ensure children are ready to succeed in school,
including wrap-around service coordination with child care providers to expand accessibility and
continuity of care, and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs that need full-day
services. Additionally, DCBS coordinates with local government through the work of the
Community Early Childhood Councils. Through a contract with the University of Kentucky’s
Network of Services, representation from DCBS should be in attendance at all Community Early
Childhood Council meetings to partner with multiple agencies throughout local communities.

ii. State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or similar coordinating body
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act). Describe the coordination goals,
processes, and results: On August 1, 2018, Governor Bevin issued an Executive Order 2018-0581
abolishing the ECAC as established under KRS 200.700 and reforming the council to align with USC
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42, Title 42, Chapter 105(l1), 9837b and Section 642(b)(1)(a)(i) of the Head Start Act. EO 2018-0581
reduces the number of appointed members from 26 to 12. ECAC meetings are still held quarterly,
and a representative of the Lead Agency is still an official member of the committee.

Goals for the ECAC include improving the quality of early childhood programs, increasing supply
and access to quality care, creating an aligned and unified early childhood system across Head
Start, public preschool, and child care settings, and improving kindergarten readiness.

Citation: KRS 200.700 Early Childhood Advisory Council - Membership - Meetings
Citation: EO 2018-0581 Executive order relating to the reorganization of various education
boards & councils

Check here if the Lead Agency has official representation and a decision-making
role in the State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body.

Indian tribe(s) and/or tribal organization(s), at the option of individual tribes. Describe the
coordination goals, processes, and results, including which tribe(s) was (were) consulted:
Click or tap here to enter text.

X N/A—Check here if there are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the
state.

State/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for children with special needs,
including early intervention programs authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (Part C for infants and toddlers and Part B, Section 619 for preschool).
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS collaborates with the
Department for Public Health First Steps (IDEA Part C) early intervention program providing
services to families and children birth to age three who have developmental disabilities. Early
intervention services are comprised of specially designed strategies provided in a group of
individual setting including the child’s natural caregiver environment through coordination with
the child care facility and parent.

Child care settings also partner with IDEA Part B services (public school preschool) in an effort to
provide full-day services for children who need full-day care.

State/territory office/director for Head Start state collaboration. Describe the
coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS coordinates with the Kentucky Head Start
Collaboration Director to work with families and early care and education providers to provide
healthy environments and developmental experiences that promote growth and learning to
ensure that all children enter school eager and excited to learn. This collaboration leverages
partnerships and resources to remove barriers so every child enters school ready to grow and
learn. Additionally, DCBS/DCC works closely with the Kentucky Head Start Association in an
intentional effort to align goals and activities.

Web Link: First Steps - Cabinet for Health and Family Services

State/territory agency responsible for public health, including the agency responsible for
immunizations. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:

The Division of Child Care coordinates with the Department of Public Health (DPH), Division of
Maternal and Child Health, which includes the First Steps Program (IDEA Part C) and the Health
Access Nurturing Development and Services (HANDS) program. The Division of Maternal and
Child Health also supervises the Child Care Health Consultants and Early Childhood Mental Health
Specialists that are charged with supporting child care programs through training and technical
assistance. The Division of Child Care coordinates with each of these programs through shared
training, information exchange, and committee workgroups. The Strengthening Families initiative
through DPH is utilized throughout state agencies and represents a multi-disciplinary partnership
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Vii.

viii.

Xi.

of more than 20 public and private national, state, and local organizations dedicated to promoting
six research-based protective factors into services and supports for children and their families.
Kentucky Strengthening Families is part of the nationally-recognized Strengthening Families: A
Protective Factors Framework initiative coordinated by the Center for the Study of Social Policy.
Web Link: Kentucky Strengthening Families

Web Link: HANDS Program

State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce development.
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Department for Workforce
Investment, Office of Employment and Training connects clients to employment, workforce
information, education and training. This agency refers clients to DCBS and child care assistance
services. Additionally, Kentucky’s Resource and Referral Network utilizes regional workforce
development specialists to provide training, skill development, and consultation for small
business.

State/territory agency responsible for public education, including Prekindergarten (PreK).
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Kentucky Department of
Education is a major partner with DCBS, as both entities work collaboratively to assure children
are ready to succeed in school, including wrap-around service coordination with providers. KDE
and DCBS serve on multiple advisory committees and meet regularly to coordinate services. Also,
DCBS and KDE have a joint QRIS system to classify quality early childhood programs on a one-star
to five-star rating system. Both partners use the same tiered characteristics to rate all early
childhood classrooms and programs.

State/territory agency responsible for child care licensing. Describe the coordination
goals, processes, and results: DCBS contracts with the Cabinet’s Office of the Inspector General
(0IG), Division of Regulated Child Care (DRCC) for the inspection, licensing, and certification of
licensed child care centers and certified family child care homes pursuant to Kentucky statutes
and regulations.

Regional DRCC staff are responsible for conducting on-site visits and investigating complaints of
all Kentucky licensed child care programs, certified family child care homes, and registered
providers to ensure compliance with applicable child care regulations.

State/territory agency responsible for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
and other relevant nutrition programs. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and
results:

Child care programs can participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program independently or
through a sponsoring organization that accepts full administrative and financial responsibility for
the program. The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) parents with child care centers,
licensed Head Start programs, and family child care homes to provide healthy meals to
Kentuckians. The CACFP contributes to the wellness, healthy growth, and development of young
children by providing institutions monetary reimbursement for serving healthy meals. This USDA
program, administered by the Kentucky Department of Education, provides teaching on the
principles of good nutrition throughout the state.

The Lead Agency ensures that technical assistance staff and providers are aware of CACFP
guidelines and how they intersect with child care regulations. Information on the CACFP is
presented as part of the new provider training. Technical assistance staff are trained to make
referrals for providers who are interested in enrolling in the CACFP. Coaches integrate CACFP
resources into technical assistance visits when appropriate.

McKinney-Vento state coordinators for homeless education and other agencies providing
services for children experiencing homelessness and, to the extent practicable, local
McKinney-Vento liaisons. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:

DCBS works in collaboration with the McKinney-Vento State Coordinator housed in the Kentucky
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xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

Department of Education to identify children experiencing homelessness and prioritize services to
those families. Those experiencing homelessness applying for child care assistance are eligible for
expedited services. They are entitled to immediate approval and enrollment with a child care
provider. Families experiencing homelessness have up to three calendar months from the date of
application to return the other documentation.

State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) program. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:

The agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF) is also
located in DCBS. The Division of Family Support is responsible for administering and determining
eligibility through the Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment System (IEEC), a single access point for
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program
(K-TAP), Kentucky Works Program (KWP), Medicaid, and the Child Care Assistance Program
(CCAP). The Division of Child Care staff have daily interaction and coordinate services with the
Division of Family Support.

Agency responsible for Medicaid and the state Children’s Health Insurance Program.
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS coordinates with the
Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Public Health to include access to
comprehensive services to children in child care settings. Both agencies are housed within CHFS
and work closely together on a daily basis. As noted above, eligibility for Medicaid programs is
also determined in conjunction with eligibility determination for all other public assistance
programs including child care.

The Department of Medicaid Services has also collaborated with the Division of Child Care to
make sure that child care providers have access to medical care if they do not have the
opportunity to be on a group plan through their place of employment. State workers have
contacted every child care program, through phone calls, emails, and the DCC listserv, to let them
know that they may be eligible for medical care through Medicaid.

State/territory agency responsible for mental health. Describe the coordination goals,
processes, and results: DCBS and the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and
Intellectual Disabilities work cooperatively to ensure effective delivery of behavioral health and
disability services to Kentuckians. The Division of Child Care coordinates with this agency through
shared training, information exchange, and joint steering committees with common goals.

Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer education organizations,
and providers of early childhood education training and professional development.
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: CHFS contracts with the University
of Kentucky’s Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute (UK-HDI) to provide coordination
and leadership to support the professional development of child care providers and trainers
throughout the state of Kentucky. These supports include a statewide regional network of Child
Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) services, which at a minimum include CCR&R services and
coordination of professional development delivery, attainment, and content initiatives to
support CCDF programs. The University of Kentucky’s Child Care Aware Health and Safety
Coaches and Quality Coaches offer technical assistance to programs throughout the state. The
Training Coaches support Kentucky’s early care and education credentialed trainers, and the
Professional Development Coaches provide guidance to child care providers that would like to
obtain a higher credential or degree in the field of early childhood education. These coaches
have access to knowledge and training to develop and enhance their skills as trainers of adults
who work with young children and families. The Professional Development Coaches also help
develop programs pertaining to Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA)
scholarships, non-college scholarships, mini-grants, and the development of individual
professional growth plans for early care and education professionals participating in the
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scholarship program. Coordination of quality and health/safety initiatives to support CCDF
programs is also accomplished through this partnership.

Statewide afterschool network or other coordinating entity for out-of-school time care
(if applicable). Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Division of
Child Care collaborates with the Kentucky Out of School Alliance (KYOSA) to establish afterschool
quality standards as well as professional development training targeted at providers working in
afterschool settings. A member of the DCC management team attends the KYOSA board
meetings and participates in brainstorming and communication of new Kentucky school-age child
care initiatives.

Agency responsible for emergency management and response. Describe the
coordination goals, processes, and results: Kentucky’s Division of Emergency Management is
responsible for coordinating the state’s emergency management and response. The Lead Agency
partners with Emergency Management to ensure state and county level planning efforts are
reviewed and updated in regular intervals.

Kentucky’s Division of Emergency Management Authority: KRS 39A.050 2(c) designates
responsibility for coordinating disaster and emergency services.

Planning guidance ensures that local, regional, and state emergency operations plans
meet minimum federal and state requirements for standard content, format, and usability in the
development and integration of Emergency Operation Plans.

Both the Division of Emergency Management and the Department for Public Health staff
emergency operates centers during these times and coordinate with the Lead Agency for
emergency social services, child care, and public assistance as needed.

In 2021, the Lead Agency worked with partner agencies, including the Division of
Emergency Management, to create new regulations for emergency licensure and certification of
child care programs during emergencies.

Citation: KRS 39A.050 Responsibility of division for coordinating disaster and
emergency services
Web Link: County ESF and EOP
Web Link: State ESF and EOP

b. The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide
services. Check which optional partners the Lead Agency coordinates with and describe the
coordination goals, processes and results.

i. State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Start — Child Care Partnership
grants. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. State/territory institutions for higher education, including community colleges.
Describe: Under the direction of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), the Lead
Agency collaborates with system-level partners to promote scholarships administered
by the Kentucky Higher Education Association Authority. Child Care Aware Professional
Development (PD) Coaches disseminate scholarship information, recruit potential
scholars, and assist individuals with professional development planning and enrollment
procedures. The scholarships are awarded to individuals who take college-credit
courses to earn the Child Development Associate Credential, Director’s Credential, or
pursue degrees in early childhood development. Faculty and staff at approved
universities and colleges deliver a planned program of instruction that aligns with
current research and promotes quality practices. After courses are successfully
completed, scholars may apply for education-related expense reimbursement at the
amount specified by the ECAC. Based on funding availability, scholars may also apply
for milestone achievement awards upon completion of their program of study. These
awards are paid jointly with state funds (90%) and by the scholar’s employer
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(10%). Child Care Aware PD Coaches are available to support individuals to realize their

professional development plans and achieve their goals

Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early
childhood and school-age/youth-serving developmental services.
Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal
and Child Home Visitation programs grant. Describe:

Efforts between DCBS and Department for Public Health- Division of
Maternal and Child Health are geared toward joint screening and training
of practitioners. Home visitors are also provided updates to child care
rules and regulations as a means of helping first-time parents choose
quality arrangements for their children

Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic,
and Treatment Program. Describe: DCBS coordinates with the
Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Public Health
to include access to comprehensive services to children in child care
settings. These agencies are internal to CHFS

State/territory agency responsible for child welfare. Describe:
DCBS coordinates with the Department for Medicaid Services and the
Department of Public Health to include access to comprehensive services
to children in child care settings. These agencies are internal to CHFS

Provider groups or associations. Describe:

DCBS leadership have regular meetings with provider advocacy groups to
receive input to improve the quality of child care in the state and meet
provider and family needs

Parent groups or organizations. Describe:

The Lead Agency engages with parent groups and organizations through
membership in or attendance of the Kentucky Child Care Advisory
Council.

The 2015 Legislative session passed House Bill 429, an act establishing the
Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council, which has been codified as KRS
199.8983. Members appointed by the Governor serve a term of three
(3) years meeting quarterly. The council advises on matters affecting the
operations, funding, and licensing of child-care centers and family child-
care homes with recommendations address availability, affordability,
accessibility and quality to the Department for Community Based
Services, Division of Child Care.

Citation: KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council

The 18 members include:

Commissioner of the department, or designee;

Four (4) members appointed by the Governor representing licensed child-
care centers;

Two (2) members appointed by the Governor representing certified
family child-care home;

Three (3) members appointed by the Governor who are parents and/or
guardians receiving services in licensed centers or certified homes;
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Three (3) members appointed by the Governor from the private sector
who are knowledgeable about education, health, and development of
children;

Director of the Division of Child Care within the department, or designee;
Commissioner of education, Education and Workforce Development
Cabinet, or designee;

Executive director of the Governor's Office of Early Childhood, or
designee;

Commissioner of the Department for Public Health within the cabinet, or
designee;

State fire marshal, Public Protection Cabinet, or designee.

Unlike the Early Childhood Advisory Council, this statute includes child

care providers and parents among membership to offer their expertise
and guidance from working as a provider in the field of early child care.
The Child Care Advisory Council convened for the first time in October

2017 and meets quarterly.

[0 ix. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF Matching, and Maintenance-of-Effort
Funds

Optional Use of Combined Funds: States and territories have the option to combine CCDF funds
with any required program in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal,
state, and local levels for children in preschool programs, tribal early childhood programs, and
other early childhood programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities,
children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(0)(ii)).

Combining funds could include blending multiple funding streams, pooling funds, or layering
funds together from multiple funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants,
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children and families to allow for the delivery of
comprehensive quality care that meets the needs of children and families. For example,
state/territory agencies may use multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to
programs to deliver services; a state/territory may allow a county/local government to use
coordinated funding streams; or policies may be in place that allow local programs to layer CCDF
funds with additional funding sources to pay for full-day, full-year child care that meets Early
Head Start/Head Start Program Performance Standards or state/territory Prekindergarten
requirements in addition to state/territory child care licensing requirements.

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children who are eligible for
both programs. In fact, the coordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working day, full calendar year comprehensive
services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space,
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services
are provided (Policy and Program Guidance for the Early Head Start — Child Care Partnerships:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf im ohs 15 03.pdf).
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1.5.2

Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any programs identified
in 1.4.1 (98.14(a)(3))?

1 No (If no, skip to question 1.5.2)

Yes. If yes, describe at a minimum:

d.

b.

How you define “combine” The Lead Agency defines “combine” as the comingling of state,
federal and general funds into one child care-funding stream.

Which funds you will combine? Kentucky’s Master Tobacco Settlement Agreement funds,
State General Funds, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant (TANF), and Child Care
and Development Funds (CCDF)

. What is your purpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such as extending

the day or year of services available (i.e., full-day, full-year programming for working
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning quality of services,
linking comprehensive services to children in child care, or developing the supply of child
care for vulnerable populations? Note: Responses should align with the goals,
processes and results describe in 1.4.1. Continued outcomes, as funds are available, include:
Ensure access to childcare services for homeless children;

Maintain qualifications and reliability training for licensing inspectors;

Maintain a system for annual inspection of child-care providers to ensure compliance with
licensing standards and regulations;

Provide a comprehensive criminal background checks for child-care providers and childcare staff
members;

Continue to enhance current quality activities that relate to improving the quality of care for
infants and toddlers;

Maintain recent addition of initial 90-day job search to support workforce development and self-
sufficiency of families; and

Maintain a graduated phase-out of assistance for families whose income has increased at the
time of redetermination.

. How you will be combining multiple sets of funding, such as at the state/territory level,

local level, program level? The DCBS-Division of Administration and Financial Management
(DAFM) supports and oversees DCBS' budgeting accounting functions. DAFM prepares the
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and components of the CHFS Cost Allocation Plan,
manages grants and payments, performs audits, and conducts contract development,
maintenance, and monitoring.

. How are the funds tracked and method of oversight CHFS tracks funds through a system of

internal controls within the accounting and policy organizational structure of DCBS and its CHFS-
level partners, the Division of General Accounting and the Office of Finance and Budget. Within
the State's financial management system, the enhanced Management Administrative Reporting
System (eMARs) tracks and provides accountability for federal and state fund disbursements.

Web link: eMARS

The State Auditor of Public Accounts annually assesses the lead agency internal controls.

Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF matching
and MOE requirements described in 98.55(e) and 98.55(h)? Check all that apply.

Note: Lead Agencies that use Prekindergarten funds to meet matching requirements must check
Prekindergarten funds and public and/or private funds. Use of PreK for Maintenance of Effort:
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The CCDF Final Rule clarifies that public PreK funds may also serve as maintenance-of-effort
funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will coordinate PreK and child care
services to expand the availability of child care while using public Prekindergarten funds as no
more than 20 percent of the state’s or territory’s maintenance of effort or 30 percent of its
matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expenditures for PreK services are used to
meet the maintenance-of-effort requirement, the state/territory must certify that it has not
reduced its level of effort in full-day/full-year child care services (98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)).

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: Donated funds do not need to be
under the administrative control of the Lead Agency to qualify as an expenditure for federal
match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the
donated funds given to public or private entities to implement the CCDF child care program
(98.55(f)).

O a. N/A—The territory is not required to meet CCDF matching and MOE requirements.

b. Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funds
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds, state-
/territory-specific funds (tobacco tax, lottery), or any other public funds.

i. If checked, identify the source of funds: Kentucky’s Master Tobacco Settlement
Agreement funds, State General Funds, restricted funds (motor vehicle)

[0 c. Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matching funds requirement. Only
private funds received by the designated entities or by the Lead Agency may be
counted for match purposes (98.53(f)).

i. If checked, are those funds:

] A. Donated directly to the state?
[J B. Donated to a separate entity(ies) designated to receive private donated
funds?

ii. If checked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entities designated
to receive private donated funds: Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 d. State expenditures for PreK programs are used to meet the CCDF matching funds
requirement. If checked, provide the estimated percentage of the matching fund
requirement that will be met with Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 30
percent): Click or tap here to enter text.

i. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the matching fund
requirement, describe how the state will coordinate its
Prekindergarten and child care services:

Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten
programs meet the needs of working parents:
Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 e. State expenditures for Prekindergarten programs are used to meet the CCDF
maintenance-of-effort requirements. If checked,
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i. Assure by describing how the Lead Agency did not reduce its level of effort in
full-day/full-year child care services, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) and 98.15(a)(6).
Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten programs
meet the needs of working parents: Click or tap here to enter text.

iii. Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with
Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 20 percent):
Click or tap here to enter text.

iv. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describe
how the state will coordinate its Prekindergarten and child care services to
expand the availability of child care: Click or tap here to enter text.

[1 f. The same funds are used to meet at least some of the CCDF MOE and TANF MOE
requirements.

i. If known, what percent of funds used to meet CCDF MOE also is used to meet
TANF MOE requirements? Click or tap here to enter text.

Public-Private Partnerships

Lead Agencies are required to describe how they encourage public-private partnerships among
other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, faith-based organizations, businesses
or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or community-based organizations to
leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among providers to pool
resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF expects these types
of partnerships to leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act.
Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage public-private partnerships to
leverage existing child care and early education service-delivery systems and to increase the
supply and quality of child care services for children younger than age 13, for example, by
implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)).
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Identify and describe any public-private partnerships encouraged by the Lead Agency to
leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act. Include in the
response any public-private partnerships that have emerged from the response to the COVID-19
pandemic (98.16(d)(2)) and if applicable, how those partnerships will be continued post-
pandemic. CHFS has committed to ongoing endeavors to encourage the private sector to meet employee
needs for child care. DCC, through subcontracts with Kentucky's Child Care Resource and Referral
Network, has conducted several outreach activities targeted at local businesses, inclusive of a marketing
plan with material and information to employers on the importance of high quality child care to the
business community. CCDF-funded programs regularly meet with private, faith based, and community-
based organization to strategize ways to collaborate and minimize duplication of service delivery.

Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC) created under KRS 200.707 to improve the quality and
availability of child care, especially in low resource or high need areas, are a vehicle for bringing together
community members to support issues of importance to children and families. CECCs provide a
mechanism for attracting and assessing the unique local early care and education needs of a community.
CECCs may apply for additional resources to meet these needs, as well as afford citizens the opportunity
to provide input to state policy makers and planners.

Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a system or network of local or
regional child care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the
extent determined by the state/territory, by a statewide public or private non-profit,
community-based or regionally based, lead child care resource and referral organization (such as
a statewide CCR&R network) (658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52).

If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional CCR&R
organizations supported by those funds must, at the direction of the Lead Agency:

e Provide parents in the state with consumer education information concerning the full
range of child care options (including faith-based and community-based child care
providers), analyzed by provider, including child care provided during non-traditional hours
and through emergency child care centers, in their area.
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To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the
families support and assistance to make an informed decision about which child care
providers they will use to ensure that the families are enrolling their children in the most
appropriate child care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality

(as determined by the Lead Agency).

Collect data and provide information on the coordination of services and supports,
including services under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act.

Collect data and provide information on thesupply of and demand for child care services in
areas of the state and submit the information to the state.

Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith-
based and community-based child care providers, to increase the supply and quality of child
care services in the state and, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities
of the state Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through
CCDF (98.52(b)).

Nothing in the statute or rule prohibits states from using CCR&R agencies to conduct or provide
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule.

Note: Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organization, describe what
services are provided and how it is structured. Use subsection 7.5 to address the services
provided by the local or regional child care resource and referral agencies and the indicators of
progress met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by quality set-aside funds.

Does the Lead Agency fund local or regional CCR&R organizations?

O

No. The state/territory does not fund a CCR&R organization(s) and has no plans to establish
one.

Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R organization(s) with all the responsibilities outlined
above. If yes, describe the following:

How are CCR&R services organized? Include how many agencies, if there is a statewide
network, and if the system is coordinated: The Kentucky Partnership for Early Childhood Services,
housed at the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute, is funded through a contract with
CHFS to provide coordination and administration of statewide Child Care Resource and Referral
(CCR&R) network of services. The contract deliverable is to ensure adequate supply of quality child
care programs and services are available in each regional hub covering the Area Development District.
DCBS-Division of Child Care, through its CCR&R contract, works actively to meet the needs of families,
provide referral information to families seeking child care, increase family knowledge of the
characteristics of high quality early care and education services, and increase provider access to
training and/or professional development opportunities. The CCR&R regional network of services
include eight Regional Child Care Administrators, five Content Area Coordinators, one Technical
Assistance (TA) Specialist for Health/Safety, four Technical Assistance QRIS Specialists, 24 Quality
Coaches, four Technical Assistance Health/Safety Coaches, four Training Coaches, and 13 Professional
Development Coaches. Although services are divided by region to be responsive to local needs, there
is central oversight for the entire network of services to ensure consistency.
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1.8.1

Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan

In past disasters, and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the provision of emergency child
care services and rebuilding and restoring of child care infrastructure has emerged as an
essential service. Lead Agencies are required to establish a Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan
(658E(c)(2)(U)). They must demonstrate how they will address the needs of children—including
the need for safe child care before, during, and after a state of emergency declared by the
Governor, or a major disaster or emergency (as defined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5122)—through a Statewide Disaster
Plan. The effective date for the establishment of this Statewide Disaster Plan was October 1,
2018.

Did you make any updates to the Statewide Disaster Plan since the FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan was
submitted? Please consider any updates that were made as a result of the Lead Agency’s
experiences in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Note: It is a Lead Agency decision on
how often a plan should be updated and which entities, if any, should be collaborated with in
the updating process.)

I No

Yes. If yes, describe the elements of the plan that were updated: The Division of Child Care did
not previously have regulations on emergency licensure during local or statewide emergencies.
During 2021, DCC met with partner agencies including Division of Emergency Management,
Department of Public Health, Division of Regulated Child Care, and the University of Kentucky’s
Network of Services in order to create a proposed regulation on how to better prepare for emergency
licensure situations. DCC also contacted other CCDF State Administrators to review emergency
licensure regulations that were currently operational in other areas of the country. This compilation
of references allowed for the creation of the new proposed regulation. The proposed regulation is
currently in the public open comment period.

Kentucky’s child care regulations have also been updated to require quarterly shelter-in-place

drills.
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1.8.2 To demonstrate continued compliance with the required elements in the Statewide Disaster
Plan, certify by checking the required elements included in the current State Disaster
Preparedness and Response Plan.

a. The plan was developed in collaboration with the following required entities:
i. State human services agency
ii. State emergency management agency
iii. State licensing agency
iv. State health department or public health department
v. Local and state child care resource and referral agencies
vi. State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or

similar coordinating body

X
o

. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care subsidies.

X
o

. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care services.

X
o

. The plan includes procedures for the coordination of post-disaster recovery of
child care services.

e. The plan contains requirements for all CCDF providers (both licensed and
license-exempt) to have in place:

i. Procedures for evacuation
ii. Procedures for relocation
iii. Procedures for shelter-in-place
iv. Procedures for communication and reunification with families
v. Procedures for continuity of operations
vi. Procedures for accommodations of infants and toddlers
vii. Procedures for accommodations of children with disabilities
viii. Procedures for accommodations of children with chronic medical
conditions
f. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer emergency preparedness
training.
g. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer practice drills.
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If available, provide the direct URL/website link to the website where the statewide child care
disaster plan isposted: Citation: State Emergency Operation Plan
Citation: KRS 199.895 Evacuation plan required for child care centers and family child care homes

Web Link: Child Care Emergency / Disaster Preparedness Guide

KRS 199.895 requires that a child-care center licensed under KRS 199.896 and a family child-care
home certified under KRS 199.8982 shall have a written plan for evacuation in the event of fire, natural
disaster, or other threatening situation that may pose a health or safety hazard to the children in the
center or home.

The written plan shall include but not be limited to:

(a) A designated relocation site and evacuation route;

(b) Procedures for notifying parents of the relocation and ensuring family reunification;

(c) Procedures to address the needs of individual children including children with special needs;
(d) Instructions relating to the training of staff or the reassignment of staff duties, as appropriate;
(e) Coordination with local emergency management officials; and

(f) A program to ensure that appropriate staff are familiar with the plan's components.

A child-care center and family child-care home are statutorily required to update the evacuation plan by
December 31 each year, retain an updated copy of the plan for evacuation, and provide an updated copy
to appropriate local emergency management officials. In addition, a copy shall be provided to each
parent, custodian, or guardian at the time of the child's enrollment and whenever the plan is updated.

922 KAR 2:090 requires that a child care center shall maintain and document a written record of quarterly
practiced earthquake drills, tornado drills, fire drills conducted during the hours of operation detailing the
date, time, and children who participated with a written plan and diagram outlining the course of action
in the event of a natural or manmade disaster, posted in a prominent place.

Child care facilities are required to notify the cabinet of any incident involving fire, natural disaster within
24 hours and if facility is damaged and requires temporary or permanent closure as soon as practicable.

Licensing surveyor’s inspection of child care facilities include review of the written plan to ensure it
describes, in detail, how children will be kept safe during a disaster, and ensure the plan includes specific
information listed in KRS 199.895. If facility is found not to be in regulatory compliance, the cabinet
completes a written statement of deficiency that requires a written plan of correction from the facility.

Citation: 922 KAR 2:090 Child-care center licensure

In the 2011 Regular Session, KRS 199.895 was created to required licensed child-care centers to create
and maintain evacuation plans, inclusive of a reunification component and considerations of children with
special needs, and share those plans annually with local emergency management personnel and parents.
In the 2012 Regular Session, this statute was amended to also apply to certified family child-care homes,
providers serving a smaller number of children in the provider's home. Enforcement of the statute began
in 2012 following better than a year of collaborative work with the Kentucky Department of Public Health
and Division of Emergency Management to include the development of a free, online evacuation plan
template and training for child care providers, and enhanced awareness on the part of local emergency
management. On September 13, 2012, DCBS formally proposed six administrative regulations to
incorporate the evacuation plan requirement within the standards for all child care providers in Kentucky,
including registered providers in CCAP (i.e., family, friend, or neighbor providers). The administrative
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2.1

2.11

Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education

Lead Agencies are required to support the role of parents as child care consumers who need
information to make informed choices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key
purpose of the CCDBG Act is to “promote involvement by parents and family members in the
development of their children in child care settings” (658A(b)). Lead Agencies have the
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the child care
assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites.

The target audience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents
receiving CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, child care providers. OCC
expects that Lead Agencies are using targeted strategies for each group to ensure tailored
consumer education information. In this section, Lead Agencies will address how information is
made available to families, the general public and child care providers to assist them in
accessing high-quality child care and how information is shared on other financial assistance
programs or supports for which a family might be eligible. In addition, Lead Agencies will certify
that information on developmental screenings is provided and will describe how research and
best practices concerning children’s development, including their social-emotional
development, is shared.

This section also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer education website
that has been developed by the Lead Agency. Finally, this section addresses the consumer
statement that is provided to parents supported with CCDF funds.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals, or policy issuances. See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail.

Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with Disabilities

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to facilitate the
participation of child care providers with limited English proficiency and child care providers
with disabilities in the CCDF program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies
and procedures to clearly communicate program information, such as requirements, consumer
education information, and eligibility information, to families and child care providers of all
backgrounds (81 FR 67456).

Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to
eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check all that apply.
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(I I I

X

Application in other languages (application document, brochures, provider notices)

Informational materials in non-English languages

Website in non-English languages

Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations
Bilingual caseworkers or translators available

Bilingual outreach workers

Partnerships with community-based organizations

Collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and Migrant Head Start
Home visiting programs

Other. Describe: Most pages of the Lead Agency’s website will list the phone number for
interpretation services in English and Spanish. Interpreters are available in any language

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to
eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply.

X X

a.

Applications and public informational materials available in Braille and other
communication formats for access by individuals with disabilities

Websites that are accessible (e.g., Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act)

Caseworkers with specialized training/experience in working with individuals with
disabilities
Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities for all children

Partnerships with state and local programs and associations focused on disability-
related topics and issues

Partnerships with parent associations, support groups, and parent-to-parent support
groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) federally
funded Parent Training and Information Centers

Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C providers and
agencies

Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g., mental health, behavioral
specialists, therapists) to address the needs of all children

Other. Describe: The Commonwealth of Kentucky has adopted the World Wide Web
Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level "Double-A”.
https://www.w3.org/TR/WAI-WEBCONTENT/. In KY, persons with hearing and speech
impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free
telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-6057. For TDD
to voice, call 800-648-6056.

2.2 Parental Complaint Process
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The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints available to the public on
request (658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also provide a detailed description of
the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care
providers; the process for substantiating complaints; the manner in which the Lead Agency
maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints; and ways that the Lead Agency makes
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98.16 (s); 98.32(d)).

Describe the Lead Agency’s hotline or similar reporting process through which parents can
submit complaints about child care providers, including a link if it is a Web-based process:
Complaints are accepted by telephone, email and fax to Division of Regulated Child Care 502-564-7962

For complaints regarding all providers, including CCDF providers and non-CCDF providers,
describe the Lead Agency’s process and timeline for screening, substantiating, and responding
to complaints. Describe whether the process includes monitoring, and highlight any differences
in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and licensed and license-exempt providers:
Complaints may be submitted via phone, email, fax, or in-person to the regional DRCC Enforcement
Branch. The Enforcement Branch, upon receipt of a complaint or allegation, conducts an investigation
within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of investigations. The process for screening begins
with the intake report information, name of center or provider, name of complainant, description of
complaint situation, who the alleged perpetrator(s) are, how the child was affected, witnesses, names of
staff or children involved, and what actions were taken by the provider. Once the parent complaint is
documented, a surveyor will offer an unannounced visit to the child care provider to collect information
on the provider’s explanation of the situation. Staff members will be interviewed for information, and the
licensing body will review all needed information (ex. video footage, staff handbooks, etc.) before making
a decision on whether or not the complaint is substantiated. If the complaint is substantiated, then the
licensing body will work with the provider to create a corrective action plan to resolve the problem.

Certify by describing how the Lead Agency maintains a record of substantiated parental
complaints. Highlight any differences in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and
licensed and license-exempt providers: DRCC Regional Enforcement Branch, upon receipt of a
complaint or allegation, conducts an investigation within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of
investigations. The process for screening begins with the intake report information, name of center or
provider, name of complainant, description of complaint situation, who the alleged perpetrator(s) are,
how was the child affected, witnesses, names of staff or children involved, and what action were taken by
the provider. All investigations are maintained in a Shared Drive upon completion. All complaint
investigations are processed in the same manner.

Certify by describing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated parental
complaints available to the public; this information can include the consumer education website
discussed in section 2.3: Information is available to the public through the Public Child Care Search.
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&Ilanguage=en_US. Parent
complaints can be found under ‘Inspections,” on the provider’s detail page. The investigative findings are
available through an open records request.
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Provide the citation to the Lead Agency’s policy and process related to parental complaints:

The Division of Regulated Child Care processes complaints that stem from multiple sources. DCBS, Division
of Child Care, Kentucky Department of Education and the public are a few of the entities that report
complaints. Complaints may be taken in writing, by phone and via email. The Division of Regulated Child
Care has a priority list that determines levels of priority about the complaint and response times. In
accordance with the list, regional office Human Services Surveyors conduct an investigation on complaints
received. Documentation and findings of the inspection are kept in the Kentucky Integrated Child Care
System (KICCS) and the Division of Regulated Child Care’s SharePoint library. Citation: KRS 199.896 License
requirements, and 922 KAR 2:090. Child-care center licensure, Section 12.

Consumer Education Website

States and territories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and
when applicable, child care providers through a state website, which is consumer-friendly and
easily accessible (658E(c)(2)(E)(i)(1ll) and 98.33 (a)). The website must include information to
assist families in understanding the Lead Agency’s policies and procedures, including licensing
child care providers. The website information must also include monitoring and inspection
reports for each provider, and the quality of each provider (if such information is available for
the provider) (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide access to a yearly
statewide report on the aggregate number of deaths, serious injuries, and the number of cases
of substantiated child abuse that have occurred in child care settings. To help families access
additional information on finding child care, the website must include contact information for
local child care and resource referral organizations. It must also include information on how
parents can contact the Lead Agency and other organizations to better understand the
information on the website.

To certify, respond to questions 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 by describing how the Lead Agency meets
these requirements and provide the direct URL/website link to the consumer education website
in2.3.11.

Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after the
CCDF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plan amendment.

Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that its website is consumer-friendly and easily
accessible. (Note: While there is no Federal CCDF definition for easily accessible, Lead Agencies
may consider easily accessible websites to be searchable, simple to navigate, written in plain
language, and easy to understand.): Kentucky’s Division of Child Care strives to ensure all pages of the
website are accessible. All pages are accessible to individuals with disabilities in accordance with Section
508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Images on our website are accompanied by alternative text describing
graphics. All staff members who create/edit content on any of Kentucky’s website pages must undergo
training to be a site editor. Training consists of using proper website styles, avoiding grammatical errors,
and alignment with Section 508. All websites undergo a yearly audit by Kentucky’s Communication Office
of Technology Services. The audit does consist of ensuring all language on our website is under a sixth
grade reading level and no ‘broken links” are found.
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Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for families that speak
languages other than English (98.33(a)): CHFS makes Language Access Services available to persons
with Limited English Proficiency. Interpretation is provided free-of-charge to clients of the Cabinet.
Language Access staff provide translation of written materials as well as interpreter services for direct
communication. Spanish interpreters are available by calling 1-877-891-9557 (toll-free). Some forms and
resources on our website pages are translated into Spanish. The primary language offered is Spanish, but
information is readily available in the top nine most common languages in Kentucky. In the event there is
an interpretation need for a less common language, the Language Access staff will assist with
identification of interpreters. DCBS and its contractual partners follow the CHFS Office of Human Resource
Management's procedures for providing Language Access Services to client with LEP. Other languages
common in Kentucky's population include Vietnamese, Somalian, and Russian. All individuals who speak
other languages can call 1-866-291-8931 for an interpreter (including Spanish).This phone number is listed
on our home page. Click or tap here to enter text.

Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for persons with
disabilities: We strive to ensure the pages of our website are accessible to individuals with disabilities.
Every effort has been made to ensure the pages are accessible to individuals with disabilities in
accordance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Furthermore, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has
adopted the World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level
"Double-A". Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky
Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-
6057. For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6056.

Provide the specific website links to the descriptions of the Lead Agency’s processes related to
child care.

A required component of the consumer education website is a description of Lead Agency
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a)(1)). This information includes a
description of how the state/territory licenses child care, a rationale for exempting providers
from licensing requirements, the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of
providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks.

a. Provide the direct URL/website link to how the Lead Agency licenses child care providers,
including the rationale for exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as
described in subsection 5.2: Child Care Provider Information.

Regulation: 922 KAR 2:090 Child-care licensure

b. Provide the direct URL/website link to the processes for conducting monitoring and
inspections of child care providers, as described in subsection 5.4:
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx. Regulation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf./ The Division of Regulated Child Care
(DRCC) website link: https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/os/oig/drcc/Pages/default.aspx, DRCC is our partner
who employees surveyor that conduct the monitoring and inspections, therefore they also provide
more in-depth resources on their website page.

¢. Provide the direct URL/website link to the policies and procedures related to criminal
background checks for staff members of child care providers, as described in 5.5.2.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx

d. Provide the direct URL/website link to the offenses that prevent individuals from being
employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as described in questions 5.5.4:
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx. Regulation referenced
on website page 922 KAR 2:280 Background checks for child care Section 6.
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
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2.3.5

How does the Lead Agency post a localized list of providers searchable by zip code on its
website?

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed providers (98.33 (a)(2)). At
the discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as
either licensed or license-exempt, can be included. Providers caring for children to whom they
are related do not need to be included. The list of providers must be searchable by ZIP Code.

a.

b.

d.

Provide the website link to the list of child care providers searchable by ZIP code:

https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en US

In addition to the licensed providers that are required to be included in your searchable list,
are there additional providers included in the Lead Agency’s searchable list of child care
providers (please check all that apply)?

] i. License-exempt center-based CCDF providers
O ii. License-exempt family child care (FCC) CCDF providers
O iii. License-exempt non-CCDF providers

] iv. Relative CCDF child care providers

] v. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Identify what informational elements, if any, are available in the searchable results. Note:
Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website but are
not required to be a part of the search results. Check the box when information is provided.

Provider Information Available in Searchable Results

. License-

License- Exembt )

Exempt CCDIE) License- Relative

All Licensed CCDF Famil Exempt CC'DF
Providers | Center- UL Non-CCDF Providers
Child Care .
based Providers
Providers Home
Providers
Contact Information O | [l [l
Enrollment capacity O O O ]
Hours, days and months of
! X

operation O = - -
Provider education and training O O] | ] ]
Languages spoken by the
caregiver . = = = -
Quality information O O ] L]
Monitoring reports O O ] L]
Willi.n.gness to accept CCDF 0 0 0 [
certificates.
Ages of children served O O Ol [

Other information included for:
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X

O o0od

All Licensed providers. Cost (Full-time and Part-time). If transportation is available.
Any Accreditations. Food Permit.

License-exempt CCDF center-based providers. Click or tap here to enter text.
License-exempt CCDF family child care providers. Click or tap here to enter text.
License-exempt, non-CCDF providers. Click or tap here to enter text.

Relative CCDF providers. Click or tap here to enter text.

Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care provider for
whom they have this information. The type of information provided is determined by the Lead
Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a provider offers services that
meet Lead Agency-specific best practices and standards or a nationally recognized, research-
based set of criteria. Provider-specific quality information must only be posted on the consumer
website if it is available for the individual provider.

a. What information does the Lead Agency provide on the website to determine quality ratings or
other quality information?

O
O
0
0

d

iv.

V.

Vi.

Vii.

Quality rating and improvement system

National accreditation

Enhanced licensing system

Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start Program Performance Standards
Meeting Prekindergarten quality requirements

School-age standards, where applicable

Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

b. For what types of providers are quality ratings or other indicators of quality available?
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i. Licensed CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:
The Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system consists of 5 stars,
with 3 to 5 stars considered high quality. Quality ratings are reflected in the Child Care Provider
Search. Participation in All STARS is mandatory for providers receiving public funds.

ii. Licensed non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:
Providers not receiving public funds may opt-out of Kentucky All STARS. Providers who have
opted-out are listed in the Child Care Provider Search as "Not Participating."

] iii. License-exempt center-based CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

]  iv. License-exempt FCC CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

[0 v. License-exempt non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

0 vii. Relative child care providers. Describe the quality information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

L] viii. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education website
for each licensed provider and for each non-relative provider eligible to provide CCDF services.
These reports must include the results of required annual monitoring visits, and visits due to
major substantiated complaints about a provider’s failure to comply with health and safety
requirements and child care policies. A full report covers everything in the monitoring visit,
including areas of compliance and non-compliance. If the state does not produce any reports
that include areas of compliance, the website must include information about all areas covered
by a monitoring visit (e.g., by posting a blank checklist used by monitors).

The reports must be in plain language or provide a plain language summary, as defined by the
state or territory, and be timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily
understood by parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies must
post at least 3 years of reports.

Certify by responding to the questions below:
a. Does the Lead Agency post? (check one):

i. Full monitoring reports that include areas of compliance and non-compliance.

(1 ii. Monitoring reports that include areas of non-compliance only, with information
about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g.,
a blank checklist used by monitors). Note: This option is only allowable if the
state/territory does not produce monitoring reports that include both areas of
compliance and non-compliance. If checked, provide a direct URL/website link to
the website where a blank checklist is posted. Click or tap here to enter text.
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b. Check to certify that the monitoring and inspection reports and, if necessary, their plain
language summaries include:

Date of inspection

Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatalities or
serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these health and safety
violations are prominently displayed: Providers are required to post Inspection reports
in a conspicuous place; electronic copies of the inspection reports are available to the
public.; and all inspection reports may be obtained through open records requests

Corrective action plans taken by the state and/or child care provider. Describe:
When a violation is identified and the deficiency is cited, the provider submits a ‘plan of
correction’ (POC) that describes how the violation was abated. The POC is reviewed by
DRCC to ensure the plan meets the requirements for a corrective action. Once accepted,
the POC is available for review in the same methods as described for the Inspection reports.

A minimum of 3 years of results, where available.

How and where are reports posted in a timely manner? Specifically, provide the Lead

Agency’s definition of “timely” and describe how it ensures that reports and/or summaries
are posted within its timeframe. Note: While Lead Agencies may define “timely,” we

recommend Lead Agencies update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after

an inspection or corrective action is taken.

Provide the direct URL/website link to where the reports are posted.
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en US

Describe how the Lead Agency defines timely posting of monitoring reports. The Inspection
Reports are available for public viewing as soon as the inspection process, including the drafting of
the report and management review, has been completed. If an inspection did not result in findings
of non-compliance, the report would be reviewed and available within approximately ten days. If
non-compliant items were identified in the inspection, the inspection report is sent to the provider
and they respond with a plan of correction. Once an acceptable plan has been received by the
division, the report is made available to the public. Timeframes vary depending on the number of
times the POC is submitted and/or returned to the provider for revisions (maximum of three
permitted by regulation). Providers have 45 days to provide an acceptable POC.

d. Monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries must be in plain language to meet the

CCDF regulatory requirements (98.33 (a)(4)).

Provide the Lead Agency’s definition of plain language. Per Kentucky’s Communication Office
of Technology Service Standards, we define plain language to mean materials are written at a 6th
grade reading level and accessible to a broad audience.

Describe how the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain
language. Same as above: Per our Kentucky’s Communication Office of Technology Services,
“Write to accommodate the literacy levels of most users. Text content on our website should be
written at no greater than a sixth-grade reading level.

Describe the process for correcting inaccuracies in reports (98.33 (a)(4)).

The surveyor completes the inspection/investigation and submits the report including related
documentation for management review. Managers review for inaccuracies in citations. If an error or
correction is needed, the surveyor completes the correction prior to the report being issued to the
provider. Errors such as incorrect citations should be identified prior to going to provider. If an error
is identified after issuance, the correction is made and a corrected inspection report is created. The
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original inspection report with the error would be replaced by the corrected version. Only the final,
corrected version would be maintained as part of the record.

f. Describe the process for providers to appeal the findings in reports. Description of the
process should include the time requirements and timeframes for:

o filing the appeal

e conducting the investigation

e removal of any violations from the website determined on appeal to be unfounded.
For inspections related to a denial, revocation, suspension or civil penalty, the licensee has
the right to appeal. A written request must be submitted to the Division of Regulated Child
Care within twenty days of the notice of adverse action. The provider may request an
Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) process or a hearing. If the providers requests an IDR, a
regional program manager will review the deficiency in dispute, the reason the licensee has
disputed the deficiency and then meet with the provider within ten calendar days of receipt
of the request by the cabinet. Following the IDR meeting, the regional program manager or
designee will issue a decision within ten calendar days. The licensee may accept the IDR
determination or proceed to a hearing. All allegations are screened to see if specific
regulatory criteria are met and for those who meet the criteria, an investigation is
conducted. Any amendments or changes to a statement of deficiency (related to an adverse
action) would be updated in the system. The original report would be edited and the final
corrected copy would be maintained for public viewing.

g. Describe the process for maintaining monitoring and inspection reports on the website.
Specifically, provide the minimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for
removing reports (98.33(a)(4)(iv)). Surveyors in the Division of Regulated Child Care enter the
inspection and monitoring information into a system database. Then the self-service portal uses a real
time service call to pull the reports to display on the Public Child Care Search. Currently, there is no
minimum number of years monitoring or inspection reports are purged.._

Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse that have
occurred in child care settings each year must be posted by Lead Agencies on the consumer
education website (98.33(a)(5)). The serious incident aggregate data should include information
about any child in the care of a provider eligible to receive CCDF, not just children receiving
subsidies.

This aggregate information on serious injuries and deaths must be separated by category of care
(e.g. centers, family child care homes, and in-home care) and licensing status (i.e. licensed or
license-exempt) for all eligible CCDF providers in the state. The information on instances of
substantiated child abuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing status.
Information should also include the total number of children regulated to be cared for by
provider type and licensing status (81 FR, p. 67477), so that families can view the serious
injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of abuse data in context. The aggregate report should
not include individual provider-specific information or names.

a. Certify by providing:

i. The designated entity to which child care providers must submit reports of any serious
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care (98.16 (ff)) and describe how theLead
Agency obtains the aggregate data from the entity. Regulation requires a provider to report
accident or injury requiring medical care within 24 hours from time of incident to the DCBS-Division
of Protection and Permanency, DCBS- Division of Child Care, and OIG-Division of Regulated Child
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Care. A child fatality must be reported within one hour. 922 KAR 2:090 Child Care Licensure,
Section 12. 922 KAR 2:100 Certification of Family Child Care Homes, Section 19. The Child
Protection Branch maintains records and prepares the Child Fatality/Near Fatality Annual Report
available to inter-departmental agencies and the public.

ii. The definition of “substantiated child abuse” used by the Lead Agency for this
requirement. KRS 600.020 defines an “abused or neglected child.” 922 KAR 1:330. Child protective
services, defines substantiated as an admission of abuse or neglect by the person responsible or a
judicial finding of child abuse or neglect or a preponderance of evidence exists that abuse or
neglect was committed by the caretaker.

iii. The definition of “serious injury” used by the Lead Agency for this requirement.
922 KRS 2:090 defines an injury as an accident or injury to a child that requires medical care
initiated by the child-care center or the child’s parent.

b. Certify by checking below that the required elements are included in the Aggregate Data
Report on serious incident data that have occurred in child care settings each year.

i. the total number of serious injuries of children in care by provider
category/licensing status

ii. the total number of deaths of children in care by provider category/licensing status

iii. the total number of substantiated instances of child abuse in child care settings

iv. the total number of children in care by provider category/licensing status

c. Provide the website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths,
and substantiated instances of child abuse are posted.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx

The consumer education website must include contact information on referrals to local child
care resource and referral organizations (98.33 (a)(6)). How does the Lead Agency provide
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education website? Describe and
include a website link to this information: Information on our child care resource and referral partners
can be found on our DCC consumer education pages, and on the public child care search website page.
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/program-page?language=en_US&program=CC.

The consumer education website must include information on how parents can contact the Lead
Agency, or its designee, or other programs that can help the parent understand information
included on the website (98.33 (a)(7)). Describe and include a website link to this information:
All contact information is at the bottom of each page. Per the design of our website, and all Department
for Community Based Services it includes the name of the Division’s Director, phone number, fax number,
and office address. Link to the Home Page: https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx
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2.3.11 Provide the website link to the Lead Agency’s consumer education website. Note: An

2.4

24.1

2.4.2

d.

amendment is required if this website changes.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx

Additional Consumer and Provider Education

Lead Agencies are required to certify that they will collect and disseminate information about
the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children,
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer
education website, the consumer education information can be provided through CCR&R
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via information sessions or
intake processes for families (658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)).

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing:

How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public, and where
applicable, child care providers about the availability of child care services provided through
CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such as state Prekindergarten, as
well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care services. At a minimum,
describe what is provided (e.g., such methods as written materials, the website, and direct
communications) and how information is tailored for these audiences. Information for families
receiving CCDF and information for the public on our services can be found in multiple website pages and
through other avenues such as social media. Kentucky uses a unified system for all programs, which is
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/?language=en_US. Families can use the prescreening tool found on the
home page. This allows families to determine all the programs they may be eligible for: Health Assistance,
Food Assistance, Financial Assistance, Child Care Assistance and Health Insurance. For families that visit
face to face with a Department for Community Based caseworker, the interview will consist of
determining all the programs a family is eligible to enroll and receive benefits. Kentucky also uses social
media platforms to reach families. The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS) and the
Kentucky Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) has a Twitter and Facebook page. These
social media platforms allow for frequent sharing of information on all services and changes. DCC
frequently posts to the DCBS social media pages on our various services. DCC has also videotaped
YouTube videos on services and in return, those YouTube videos have been shared to our social media
accounts.

How does the Lead Agency provide the required information about the following programs and
benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where applicable, providers?
Certify by describing for each program listed below, at a minimum, what information is
provided, how the information is provided, and how the information is tailored to a variety of
audiences. Include any partners who assist in providing this information.

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program: Information is available on our consumer
education website on the Parent Information page, which will take you to the Kentucky Transitional
Assistance Program page (KTAP). Information is also shared in person in all local Department for
Community Based Services (DCBS) offices, through the state’s eligibility system, and the DCBS
Facebook page and Twitter page

b. Head Start and Early Head Start programs: Information is available on our consumer education

website on the Parent Information page. Also on the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood’s website
and their Facebook page. Information is also provided at application for child care assistance.
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): Information is available on our
consumer education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program
is shared in person in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): Information is available on our consumer
education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared
in person in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts.

Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) program: Information is available on our consumer
education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared
in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts. Information can also be found in person in
all Kentucky’s local Health Departments and various KY Health Department Counties social media
pages.

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): Information is provided with provider license and
certification application and Kentucky Department of Education website. A Link to the program is on
our consumer education home page. The Central KY Community Action Council shares information via
their social media accounts.

Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP): Information is provided at application
for child care assistance. Information is available on our consumer education website on the Parent
Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared through DCBS social media
accounts

Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C:

Information provided at application for child care assistance. Information is also available on our
consumer education website on the Parent Information page. The Kentucky Department of Education
and Department for Public Health also shares information on their website. The Governor’s office for
Early Childhood also shares information via their website and Facebook page

43 |Page



243

244

Describe how the Lead Agency makes information available to parents, providers and the
general public on research and best practices concerning children’s development, including
physical health and development, particularly healthy eating and physical activity and
information about successful parent and family engagement. The description should include:

e what information is provided

e how the information is provided

e how the information is tailored to a variety of audiences, including:
o parents
o providers
o the general public

e any partners in providing thisinformation

Description: The Division of Child Care is developing and distributing content to Kentucky Credentialed
Trainers concerning best practices on handling special needs in the early childhood setting. The Division
of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer sessions over the course of three (3) years to raise
awareness of child development needs, resources, parent communication, and equity for young children
with special needs in the early childhood setting. After determining focus topics, for example
Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky, Communicating with Parents of Children with Special
Needs and Autism 101, the Professional Development Team forms teams of field professionals
throughout the state to develop the training content. A member of the Division of Child Care Professional
Development staff leads these teams. Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the
Professional Development team. These individuals also adhere to 922 KAR 2:240 Kentucky Early Care and
Education Trainer’s Credential and training approval. Child Care Aware of Kentucky collaborates with The
Division of Child Care to share the information via the Trainer ListServ and quarterly Trainer Talk
Newsletter. See link: https://www.childcareawareky.org/tot-series-from-dcc/. All Department for Public
Health regional offices provide child find/referral information for both HANDS and First Steps to the
general public but target parents, physicians (family, ob/gyn, and pediatricians), birthing hospitals, child
care and other state programs serving young children. The information packets include developmental
milestones, access to developmental screening, and how to refer children to HANDS and/or First Steps.
Some offices use social media to further the spread of information. A couple of offices use billboards.
When allowed, regional offices often participate in community activities such as baby showers. The
Division of Child Care partners with the Governor's Office of Early Childhood and the Division of Regulated
Child Care to provide parents, providers, and the general public access to web-based information and
electronic newsletters. Parents have access to electronic resources, including newsletters, parent guides,
and additional print ready materials with tips and information regarding child development. The Division
of Child Care partners with the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute to administer the
statewide Child Care Aware Resource and Referral Network of Services, which provides technical
assistance regarding health and safety and quality child care. The network includes content coordinators
who maintain expertise in current best practice in order to equip technical assistance coaches with the
resources necessary to encourage providers to share information with parents of the children they serve.

Describe how information on the Lead Agency’s policies regarding the social-emotional and
behavioral issues and mental health of young children, including positive behavioral intervention
and support models based on research and best practices for those from birth to school age, are
shared with families, providers, and the general public. At a minimum, include

e what information is provided,
e how the information is provided, and
o how information is tailored to a variety of audiences, and
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e include any partners in providing this information.
Description: For Families/Providers/Public: The Early Childhood Mental Health Program is co-
administered by the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and
the Department for Public Health. ECMHP supports Early Childhood Mental Health Specialist staff
positions in all fourteen of the CMHCs. The goal for the Early Childhood Specialist is to build regional
capacity to better meet the social, emotional, and behavioral needs of children birth through five and
their families. The ECMHP can support childcare programs in several ways. Our Specialist offer a variety of
trainings such as Early Childhood Development Attachment, Environmental Strategies, KY Strengthening
Families, Connect the Dots, and others. ECMH Specialist can also provide program and child-level
observations/consultation, assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy. :
https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/ecmh.aspx. For Providers: The Division of Child Care is developing and
distributing content to Kentucky Credentialed Trainers concerning best practices on handling special
needs in the early childhood setting. The Division of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer
sessions over the course of three (3) years to raise awareness of child development needs, resources,
parent communication, and equity for young children with special needs in the early childhood setting.
After determining focus topics, for example Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky,
Communicating with Parents of Children with Special Needs and Autism 101, the Professional
Development Team forms teams of field professionals throughout the state to develop the training
content. A member of the Division of Child Care Professional Development staff leads these teams.
Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the Professional Development team. These
individuals also adhere to 922 KAR 2:240 Kentucky Early Care and Education Trainer’s Credential and
training approval.

Describe the Lead Agency’s policies to prevent the suspension and expulsion of children from
birth to age 5 in child care and other early childhood programs receiving CCDF funds (98.16(ee)),
including how those policies are shared with families, providers, and the general public.

Kentucky Child Care Aware Coaches provide technical assistance to prevent and address discipline issues
in child care programs and recommend best practices to develop policies that support children’s social-
emotional and behavioral health to prevent suspension and expulsion from early childhood programs.
Connect the Dots is a joint collaboration between multiple early education and mental health specialists
across Kentucky. The collaboration was built to address a common need: The need for a short yet
powerful skills-based training teaching the basics of social and emotional best practices. Connect the Dots
highlights 4 easy to remember steps to address challenging behaviors. The 4 steps encompass both the
“well-being” and the “well-doing” of children to ensure strong social and emotional skills needed for
success in school and life. Connect the Dots resources and trainings are for anyone who works with
children ages two to five years old. https://www.kentuckycchc.org/posters-handouts-1/

Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings

Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screenings to parents, the
general public and, when applicable, child care providers. Information should include:

e Existing resources and services that the state can use in conducting developmental
screenings and providing referrals to services for children who receive child care
assistance.

o Lead Agencies must also include a description of how a family or child care provider can
use these resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for children who
receive subsidies and who might be at risk of cognitive or other developmental delays,
which can include social, emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)).

This information about the resources can include the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis,
and Treatment program under the Medicaid program carried out under title XIX of the Social
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Security Act and developmental screening services available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and
Part C, in conducting those developmental screenings and in providing referrals to services for
children who receive subsidies. Lead Agencies are required to provide this information to
eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers through training and education
(98.33(c)). Information on developmental screenings, as other consumer education information,
should be accessible for individuals with limited English proficiency and individuals with
disabilities.

Certify by describing:

How the Lead Agency collects and disseminates information on existing resources and
services available for conducting developmental screenings to CCDF parents, the general
public, and where applicable, child care providers(98.15(b)(3)).

DCC collaborates with The Early Childhood Mental Health Program, co-administered by the
Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for
Public Health. ECMH Specialist can also provide program and child-level observations/consultation,
assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy. The Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating
and improvement system is a 5 star hybrid system that groups standards under four domains. The
Classroom and Instructional Quality Domain includes completing a developmental screening within 90
days of enrollment and making a referral if needed. The system is intended to allow parents the ability
to compare quality across all early care and education programs, including child care, public preschool,
and Head Start. The lead agency works in close partnership with the Kentucky Child Care Aware
coaches to ensure providers have access to resources for conducting developmental screenings, as
well as relevant professional development opportunities.

b. The procedures for providing information on and referring families and child care providers to

the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program under the Medicaid
program—carried out under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.)—and
developmental screening services available under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 etseq.).

The Kentucky Division of Child Care promotes the referral of children to First Steps Early Intervention
System that serves children from birth to age three who may have a developmental delay or a
particular medical condition that is known to cause a developmental delay. First Steps services are
provided statewide and are coordinated by the Kentucky Department for Public Health. The First Steps
program provides a variety of services and supports including service coordination, evaluation,
assessment, developmental intervention, occupational therapy, speech therapy, physical therapy,
audiology services, vision services, and nutrition counseling. Once determined eligible through
comprehensive screening and assessment, families must pay a participation fee based on the family's
total household income and household size. No family is denied services due to the lack of insurance
or inability to pay

How the Lead Agency gives information on developmental screenings to parentsreceiving a
subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways it is provided,
and any partners in this work. Upon intake, Child Care providers may make referrals to Early
Childhood Mental Health (ECMH) consultation services through the Kentucky Department for
Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for Public Health
within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services. The ECMH Program provides program and child-
level consultation on social, emotional, and behavioral issues that serve children birth through age five
and their families including evaluation, assessment, and therapeutic services. In an effort to support
timely developmental screenings, the All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system has
integrated developmental screening practices into the standards of quality. Information on All STARS is
provided to the parent upon intake.
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How CCDF families or child care providers receiving CCDF can use the available resources and
services to obtain developmental screenings for CCDF children at risk for cognitive or other
developmental delays. Families and child care providers have access to multiple agencies and/or
programs within CHFS for screening and assessment. These programs include First Steps Early
Intervention System, the Early Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from
child care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive delay

How child care providers receive this information through training and professional
development. Through Child Care Aware Network Services Child care providers are assighed coaches
to focus on health and safety, quality, and professional development. Each Child Care Aware coach is
knowledgeable in developmental screenings and can provide technical assistance for screening
implementation, family involvement in screening, and the screening referral process. The process
includes a needs assessment/self-evaluation, a technical assistance plan, and an
action/implementation plan. In addition to these services, Child Care Aware coaches provide
information on available training in developmental screening.

Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providing informationon
developmental screenings. 922 KAR 2:270 Kentucky All STARS quality-based Graduated Early
Childhood Rating System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes,
Section 4.

Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or
electronically (such as referral to a consumer education website) that contains specific
information about the child care provider they select (98.33 d). Please note that if the consumer
statement is provided electronically, Lead Agencies should consider ensuring the statement is
accessible to parents, including parents with limited access to the internet, and that parents
have a way to contact someone to address their questions.

Certify by describing:

a. How and when the Lead Agency provides parents receiving CCDF funds with a consumer

statement identifying the requirements for providers and the health and safety record of the
provider they have selected. Anytime an application is initiated the client receives forms DCC-112
(Facts about Kentucky All STARS) and DCC-113 (Facts about the Child Care Assistance Program). These
forms serve as the parent referral service to aid the client in choosing a quality child care provider and
leads them to information regarding the provider.

b. Certify by checking below the specific information provided to families either in hard copy or

electronically. Note: The consumer statement must include the eight requirements listed in
the table below.
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3

3.1

Health and safety requirements met by the provider

Licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider

Date the provider was last inspected

Any history of violations of these requirements

Any voluntary quality standards met by the provider

How CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal access

How to submit a complaint through the hotline

How to contact a local resource and referral agency or other community-based

organization to receive assistance in finding and enrolling in quality child care

¢. Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link is not available.
DCC-112 and DCC-113 on the bottom of the page, under ‘Documentation’
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/ccap.aspx

Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

In providing child care assistance to families, Lead Agencies are required to implement these
policies and procedures: a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination period, a process
to account for irregular fluctuations in earnings, a policy ensuring that families’ work schedules
are not disrupted by program requirements, policies to provide for a job search of no fewer than
3 months if the Lead Agency exercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the
graduated phase-out of assistance. In addition, the Lead Agency is also required to describe
procedures for the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness and, if applicable, children
in foster care.

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond
12 months to align program requirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, state or local Prekindergarten, and other collaborative
programs to finish the program year or, similarly, parents enrolled in school can have eligibility
extended to allow parents to finish their school year. This type of policy promotes continuity for
families receiving services through multiple benefit programs.

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and families and how
the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also
addresses the policies that protect working families and determine a family’s contribution to the
child care payment.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances. See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail.

Eligible Children and Families

At the time when eligibility is determined or redetermined, children must (1) be younger than
age 13; (2) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85 percent of the state’s median
income for a family of the same size and whose family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (as
certified by a member of said family); and (3)(a) reside with a parent or parents who are working
or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to receive,
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protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (3)(a) (658P(4);

98.20(a)).

3.11

a.

3.1.2

a.

Eligibility criteria: Age of children served

The CCDF program serves children from 0 (weeks/months/years) through 12 years (under age
13). Note: Do not include children incapable of self-care or under court supervision, who are
reported below in (b) and (c).

Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are physically and/or mentally incapable of self-care (658E(c)(3)(B); 658P(3))?

1 No

Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed age 19). If yes, provide the Lead
Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity:
Means a child who has multiple or severe functional needs requiring ongoing
specialized care.

Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are under court supervision ((658P(3); 658E(c)(3)(B))?

] No
Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed
age 19).

How does the Lead Agency define the following eligibility terms?

i. “residing with”: Means eligible children who are living with a parent or parents (by
blood, marriage or adoption), including a legal guardian or other person with
standing in loco parentis, or a caretaker/relative considered to be “residing with” a
family.

ii. “inloco parentis”: Means a caretaker/relative, a person acting in place of a parent,
including a legal guardian, an individual related by blood, marriage, or adoption of a
child or non-relative, if the non-relative is pursuing legal custody within one year of
application.

Eligibility criteria: Reason for care

How does the Lead Agency define the following terms for the purposes of determining CCDF

eligibility?
Define what is accepted as “Working” (including activities and any hour requirements):
Employment means public or private, permanent or temporary work that is
performed for a wage, is self-employment, or is unpaid such as student teaching,
an internship, or practicum, public or self-employment, permanent or temporary
work. A combination of employment activities can be used to meet the required
number of hours. For single-parent families, the requirement is an average of 20
hours per week. For two-parent families, the requirement is a combined average
of 40 hours per week unless one adult is mentally or physically unable to provide
care for the children. In those instances, the requirement is an average of 20 hours
per week for the adult able to work. The minimum work requirement for one adult

49 |Page



in a two-parent family is an average of five hours per week. If a two-parent
household requests child care assistance and one parent is not working due to
being incapacitated, that parent must have a doctor's statement indicating they
are unable to care for the child. Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance
Program (K-TAP) who need child care while they participate in the Kentucky Works
Program to meet TANF participation requirements must be actively involved with
activities including employment, education, job preparation activities, job search,
or other activities designed to assist the family to attain self-sufficiency. Low-
income working families, who have suffered loss of employment or a reduction in
hours due to no fault of their own, may receive child care services for a
subsequent job search to secure new employment for a minimum 3 month period.
Define what is accepted as “Job training” (including activities and any hour requirements):
Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP) who need child
care while they participate in the Kentucky Works Program to meet TANF
participation requirements must be actively involved with activities including
employment, education, job preparation activities, job search, or other activities
designed to assist the family to attain self-sufficiency. In accordance with 922
KAR 2:160 Section 6: Kentucky Works Child Care Eligibility Determination. (1) A
child shall be eligible for CCAP if the child: (a) Resides with an applicant who is
participating in the Kentucky Works Program described in 921 KAR 2:370; and (b)
Meets the requirements listed in Section 3 of this administrative regulation. (2) A
child shall be approved for child care assistance by the cabinet in accordance with
subsection (1) of this section without a separate application as an integral part of a
Kentucky Works Program self-sufficiency plan.

Define what is accepted as “Education” (including activities and any hour requirements):
The Lead Agency's definition of "working" is inclusive of unpaid work performed as
part of higher education such as a practicum or work-study. The DCC-90L, Student
Enrollment and Unpaid Work Verification form, is used to obtain enrollment
information from the school. Other acceptable verification of enrollment includes
a class schedule or a written statement from a sch